SZALAI Daniel – Unleash Your Herd’s Potential
PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES


PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTERS
[bookmark: _GoBack]The images in this series do not render the visible world with the usual photographic realism, but they unfold echoes of meaning in multiple directions. The principle of scanning photogrammetry consists of an accumulation of still images and data, taken during a movement around the subject and then correlated with each other. This technique is primarily intended to provide 3D renderings, allowing 'movement' around a virtual object. When one or a few images are extracted from the multitude of images produced by this process, the result is paradoxical. All that remains is a fragmented and deconstructed vision of physical reality, as if its disappearance were already underway, as if its tangible reality were itself in doubt. The essential seems to form an ellipse: the presence of living beings, of links between things in accordance with the physical and emotional sensation we experience in their presence. The testimonial power of this work lies elsewhere: it expands our space of perception towards the invisible processes that translate the tangible world into algorithms and clouds of data, processes that act continuously and consubstantially in many of the realities of today's world. Another meaningful paradox is that the plastic quality of these digital images inscribes them in a pictorial history that can evoke the classical painting of the 16th century and, closer to us, Salvador Dali or Francis Bacon. We find in the latter a sense of the absurd, or even the obscene in the original sense, i.e. when the inside comes to the outside. The salt licks, for their part, constitute a striking shortcut between an imprint and the physical body that produced it, at the antipode of the distance from the living established by successive digital dematerialisations.

THEMES, KEYWORDS 
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IMAGE ANALYSIS
The image has clearly identifiable elements: the cow and the metal structures that contain it. But the situation seems rather fictional. The realism is altered by the transparency of the materials and bodies due to the photogrammetric process, which produces a sort of continuity between the animal and the structures that surround it. The animal is constrained by barriers, but also transfixed by the infrastructure designed to control it and optimise the system of exploitation of its "potential". In this image, futuristic and technological aspects coexist with an atmosphere of disintegration and dereliction, elements that are found in certain science fiction or anticipation stories. This image seems to reveal the contradictions at work with these sophisticated systems: extreme complexity and, at the same time, a radical inability to take account of the living being in its various dimensions.

CONNECTED/ASSOCIATED PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Photographers presented at Boutographies: Thibaut Brunet (Territoires circonscrits) Valerio Vincenzo (Investigations digitales).


This document can be downloaded from the website www.boutographies.com, under the heading "Le festival/Espace médiation". All the "echo" series presented at the Boutographies can be consulted on the same website, under the heading "Le festival/Archives".
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