GOUBAU Aurélien – Znamya
PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES


PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTERS
This series documents a chimera: the project to create an artificial sun to light up a city in the far north of Russia, in Murmansk. In contrast to this exalted but unfulfilled political and scientific promise, the photographer presents images of a dark reality: flats deprived of light and openness to the outside world. In the interiors shown by Aurélien Goubau, it is in fact the television, permanently switched on, that acts as an artificial sun for the inhabitants. It is also the privileged vector of propagandist speeches that promise a radiant world never glimpsed. Other images offer the idea of escapes to elsewhere: the giant posters that cover certain walls and offer false perspectives, testifying to an unfulfilled desire to escape. On the walls of a child's bedroom, a myriad of adhesive phosphorescent stars evoke a celestial vault, also fictitious. Nowhere else than in these places does the hope of the sun's appearance appear more necessary and more vain.

THEMES, KEYWORDS 
USSR - Russia - northern territories - political utopias - scientific utopias - science fiction - propaganda - television - living conditions

IMAGE ANALYSIS
Like most of the images in this series, this one is taken inside a flat. The space seems both tightly hemmed in and sparsely inhabited. The room is photographed facing the back wall, which is itself centred. The image thus produced corresponds to a virtual and transparent "fourth wall", comparable to the one that separates the audience from the stage in the theatrical device. The little girl dancing or twirling around in the foreground seems to be oblivious to the presence of the photographer (and, therefore, the viewer of the photograph). This contributes to closing the 'scenic cube' in on itself, in a kind of autonomy from the outside world, present only through the television screen. This stage, unlike that of a theatre, is devoid of scenery and narrative. These seem to be circumscribed to the television screen, the provider of an uninterrupted flow of controlled narratives. The image transmitted by the television set illuminates the little girl with its bluish light and seems to capture her in her own fictional space. Balloons - the only objects that escape the geometric greyness of the room and could introduce a poetic or narrative dimension - have their ascent blocked by the ceiling, thus reinforcing the sensation of confinement, of difficulties opposed to the deployment of the imaginary. Outside, night has fallen, pierced only by a few points of faint luminescence.

CONNECTED/ASSOCIATED PHOTOGRAPHERS 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Programmed by the Boutographies : Ana Filipova (2017), Marek M. Berezowski (2016), André Lützen (2015), Elena Chernyshova (2014).


This document can be downloaded from the website www.boutographies.com, under the heading "Le festival/Espace médiation". All the "echo" series presented at the Boutographies can be consulted on the same website, under the heading "Le festival/Archives".
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