GJESTVANG Andrea – Atlantic Cowboy
PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES


PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTERS
Andrea Gjestvang works mainly for the press, on subjects that have been studied at length and constructed in a personal relationship with the characters whose stories she tells. Her images, which are intended to be accompanied by informative texts, support an anthropological approach, in a geographically, economically and socially situated context, so as to allow an elaborate understanding of the issues by the general public. Less narrative images are sometimes used in this project, intended to set the mood (landscapes, skies, very close-ups). The plastic quality of each of the images (composition, balance of forms, light, colours, presence of faces and bodies, etc.) gives them a particular capacity to appeal to the viewer's sensitivity and emotion, beyond the documentary contribution in the strict sense.

THEMES, KEYWORDS 
Insularity - fishing - masculinity - male/female relationship - traditions - isolation - solitude - community - relationship with animals - preservation of resources

IMAGE ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _GoBack]This pure and rigorously composed image synthesizes several important elements in this series: the relationship of the men to their marine environment, the risk of isolation and solitude that threatens them, the male function exercised alongside ancient and sometimes archaic traditions, essential to the economic balance of the island, but today challenged in several ways. The image is almost monochrome, with the exception of red spots and highlights. The correspondences of shapes and colours are remarkable: between the bodies of the sperm whales and the mountains in the background, between the grey of the T-shirt and that of the sky. The man seems to emerge from the body of a marine animal, a feeling reinforced by the colour and texture of his work suit. Half-man, half-beast, he sits unglamorously on a sea of blood, a captain stranded among trophies whose value he himself seems to doubt, the victor of an epic battle whose legitimacy is contested on all sides.

CONNECTED/ASSOCIATED PHOTOGRAPHERS 
On the notion of peripheral or isolated communities: Camilla de Maffei, Tamara Echhardt, Aurélien Goubau, Pauline Vanden Neste (Boutographies 2023, exhibition)
Male communities and the marine environment: Xavier Voirol (Boutographies 2012), Titus Simoens (Boutographies 2014)


This document can be downloaded from the website www.boutographies.com, under the heading "Le festival/Espace médiation". All the "echo" series presented at the Boutographies can be consulted on the same website, under the heading "Le festival/Archives".

e

S e 16 by Sl v o 1 s

e el e e T 2
i s e e e b i e S,
e s . et sy s s

Tt o, ot e s e e s 0
e e e e

T e e o e, v e
BT i T e e o e g
R by it e b S e e b
S, oo v o e

o ATt e

ok o o o (<o
st et e et (s 1, T
g 0.

i b o e it o s s e, s
T L T




