DE MAFFEI Camilla – Delta
PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES


PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTERS
Camilla de Maffei undertakes all her photographic projects over a long period of time. In her approach, she mixes anthropological observations and personal feelings, experienced as a participation in the identity of places and their inhabitants. The result is a combination of atmospheric images, portraits, often enigmatic, and texts. The images are not narrative, in the sense that they do not unfold an intelligible account of events or facts. Rather, they seek to preserve some of the sense of strangeness, of the enigma attached to the place and to the human behaviours associated with it. For their part, the texts themselves inform us about what she sees and observes, but also about her personal journey in contact with realities that are foreign to her at first sight.

THEMES, KEYWORDS 
Labyrinth - initiation test - periphery - Minotaur - Theseus - seasons - cycles - community - Danube - delta - border - swamp - fishing - lake world

IMAGE ANALYSIS
[bookmark: _GoBack]This image is difficult to explain: it is perfectly clear and legible, but neither the gesture of the figure nor its context is identifiable. The photograph seems to be taken in the course of a movement, because this position is not "natural" and cannot be maintained over time. It could be a slump or its opposite, an elevation. There is something animal about man's attitude. It could be seen as a prelude to a leap, or even an attack, or on the contrary as a withdrawal, a defensive posture. Between power and vulnerability, we don't know which dominates in this man's situation. This is undoubtedly the strength of this image: its ability to preserve contradictory reading hypotheses, to take into account the complexities at work in this place, between resignation and combativeness, despair and resilience. It can also evoke the seasonal cycles that structure the whole book, a succession of small deaths and rebirths that mark the rhythm of human life in the context of the delta. Aesthetically, this mode of photography resonates with certain forms of classical painting. The derealisation of situations and the timelessness, the dramatic quality of light and chiaroscuro on landscapes, faces and bodies find echoes in particular in the work of Jerome Bosch and Pieter Brueghel the Elder.

CONNECTED/ASSOCIATED PHOTOGRAPHERS
On the notion of peripheral or isolated communities: Andrea Gjestvang, Aurélien Goubau, Tamara Eckhardt, Pauline Vanden Neste (Boutographies 2023, exhibition)
On the notions of the photographer's wandering and the absence of a subject: Depardon (See "Errance", éditions Points-Seuil, 2000) 


This document can be downloaded from the website www.boutographies.com, under the heading "Le festival/Espace médiation". All the "echo" series presented at the Boutographies can be consulted on the same website, under the heading "Le festival/Archives".
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